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However remote the day when the first engineer constructed an artificial shelter against the elements and the vicissitudes of
primitive life, it probably did not greatly antedate the period when Man also began the building of trails and paths.

A great deal has been written throughout the ages about roads and road construction. There are ancient accounts of roads
which once led to the "grandeur that was Rome;" and in our own time the eulogistic advertising emanating from our Chambers of
Commerce rarely fails to mention highways among the local assets. The increasing number of technical papers and publications
dealing with the subject is even more significant of the modern trend, and is an indication of the scientific attitude which is becoming
more and more a factor affecting the design of highways.

As road building has expanded with the advance of civilization, methods of design and construction have improved. In common
with other sciences, most of the knowledge and advancement has been gained through trial and error, the method by which most
progress has been made. There is little question as to the generous application of this method in highway construction, although
one may sometimes wonder whether the trials have been as numerous as the errors. At any rate, in the United States today we find
ourselves with a vast system of highways- federal, state and county- representing every variety of type and construction.
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